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PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER. 


HE Publication of this Diſcourſe is 
ſo far from being what was inten- 
ded, when it was compos d, that it is 
wholly owing to the importunate 
Friendſhip of ſome worthy Gentle- 
men, (to whoſe Fudement I defer as 
much, as I value their good Eſteem ;) who have perſua- 
ded me to take this Method to vindicate my: ſelf from 
the Calumnies that ſome have loaded it with. When 
firſt I heard, that it was cenſur'd, I was not a- little 
aſtoniſh'd, that after thoſe Days of Apprebenſion and 
Danger, in which we felt much, but fear 'd more 
from that reſileſs Party, who by too much influencing 
our Seats of Tudicature in Cares of publick Concern- 
ment ; and leavening our Minds with that fierce and 
bitter Zzal, which does not only ſpoil the Pleaſure, 
but tends to deſtroy the very Being of Society ; and 
giving us too plain and frightful a Demonſtration 
how ſerviceable our Diviſions are to their: Deſrgns ; 
4 Diſcourſe of Juſtice, Mercy, and a true Zgal for the 
ſubſtantial Duties. of Religion, and which above+ all 
Was 
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was not only favoured with the Approbation of many 
Tudicious Perſons, but particularly of that Honour a- 
ble Perſon, who upon the Bench expreſs'd an Impar- 
tial Regard to the great Duties it treats of, ſhould 
be fm nd condemned by any that heard it. But 
not many Hours after it was_preach's, 1 was informed 
that it was gttaqu'd with Severity enough; as if 1 
had had little or no regard to the Honour of the 
Church of England. This dreadful Charge put me 
upon & ſearch, what that untoward Paſſage might be 
that had. ſo —_—_ ofooges | -_, ;- to Tyan the 
Reputation of that rch,  whic ofeſs my [el 
> grey" to Z « Member of, but biel ay feb 
But not being able to make the Diſcovery my ſelf, I 
was the more eaſily prevail'd upon to ſubmit it to the 
Judgment of the World.. Is it mot for the Honour 
of the Church, thet all her Members ſhould 'do Tu- 
ſtice, love Mercy, and walk humbly with their 
God ?' Or, that they ſhould expreſs a greater Zeal 
for theſe things, than for her Ceremonies ? Is ſhe little 
beholden to thoſe that are deſirous ſhe had more Friends, 
and fewer Enemies ; and eſpecially that thoſe that are 
and will be her moſt deadly Foes, had fewer advantages 
from among our ſelves to endanger, if" not at laſt to 
effett her Ruine ? Is it an Injury to her to be deſirous, 
that thoſe great and excellent Vertues, the want of 
which has ouce almoſt wounded her to Death, ſhould 
be more piouſly regarded by all her Children for the 
future, 'than '(to\the greet faticfaition and benefit of 
none but Papiſhs) has of late beex by .many. of them ? 
If the preſſing of theſe Things be'my Fanlt, I own it ;; 
but am ſo far from repenting of it, that I bleſs 
God for the Opportunity I had todo it. But withal 
I myſt ſay, that. it. is. neither for the Credit of my. 
TAE Repre- 
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Reprehenders, nor: the Churches Plowonr, to hawe the 
inculcating theſe things pee for. 4: Refletian pox 
her. For, which the Church us moſt beholden to, 
thoſe that conſider her Ceremonies, as ſhe her ſelf 
does, as ſuch indifferent things as may upon juſt Cauſes 
be altered and changed, or they who would have 
the World believe, that the Church does regard them 
as Matters 4s unalterable, and conſequently as ne- 
ceſſary as the doing Juſtice, and loving Mercy ? 
they who {9 that they are not to be eſteemed equal 
with God's Law, or they who by quarrelling with 
thoſe that ſay ſo, as Enemies to the Church, do ſeem 
to intimate, that they are perſuaded the Church 
does believe they are? In « word, they who are 
po that the Religion of the Church of Eng- 
and & that great and noble Thing, that approves 
zt ſelf to the Reaſon of Mankind, or they who make 
it ſo mean a thing as can pratify no more than our 
Senſes, does not need any great depth of Judgment to 
determine. For I am confident, that no one that 
reads this Diſcourſe without Prejudice and Partia- - 
lity, will think the Church of England's Honour 
in the leaft concern'd in any thing delivered in it ; 
but will be tempted to believe, that they who have 
charged it thus fooliſhly, have no other Religion but 
what is made up of Ceremony. And if they be ſuch 
that are offended at it, they, I will own, have ſome 
reaſon for their diſlike ; becauſe it ſpeaks leſs favour- 
ably of that which # their Religion, than of that 
which really s ſo. But I am no way concern'd at 
it; for I am (ill of the Opinion, that a Man had 
as good have no Religion, as ſuch a one as does not 
conſiſt in doing Juſtice, loving Mercy, and walk- 
ing humbly with cur God ; and that a little more 
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Charity\ toward thoje thats. differ with us. about leſſer 
Matters, Weill. at. this time © eſpecially do #4 8 great 
deal more good than all our Vo; Real for the up- 
holding the Matters in Controverſy. And it « 
certainly very injuriouſly. done to make the Church 
of England of. their Party, when no- Perſon can 
ſpeak with more Moderation, as to thoſe things, \than 
ſhe has done. All that I ſhall further add #, That 
my Adverſaries would but be ſo juſt to our Charch, 
as to own that the Religion ſhe teaches does conſiſt 
in Matters of a higher Nature, than a bare ſtickling 
for our Ceremonies, and that ' 116+ Man can be a true 
Church of . England-Man, who is not more zealous 
for the Eſſential part of Religion, than the Cir- 
cumſtantial : For ſuch an Acknowledement will give 


me all the Satufaition for the Wrong that is done 
me, that I defire. 


kh AS Fo EE aq 25 9. ww a7 


Or 


_— Wy.  - 


——} — A Albee —_A — = 7.2. 


SERMON 


ASSIZES 


Held at 


NOTTINGHAM; 
On the 19th of Fly, 168g. 


—_ I” —_ 


Micands.sv. 


He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is good : and 
what does the Lord thy God require of thee, but 
to do Juſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk humbly 


with thy Gd? 


S the great and excellent Faculties, with 
which Human Nature is adorned, do evi- 
dently demonſtrate that Man is a Religi- 
ous Creature; fo the neceſfity of Religion 


does plainly appear in this, that all the ſenſitive 
| B 2 Enjoy- 


An Aſſize-Sermon, 


 — 


Enjoyments of this Life, with which the Creatures, 
that are below us, do reſt ſatisfied, are not ſuffici- 
ent to give ſatisfaQion to the deſires of our Nature 
without it. For take away Religion, and'Eating, 
and Drinking, and all the boaſted Pleaſures of an 
Animal-Life, will be ſo far from making Life eaſy 
and comfortable to a Man, . that he will labour 
under infinitely greater wants, than any the ſenſual 
Perſon can po a complain Religion dooms him 
to, by forbidding him to humour his Appetite; For 
we ſhould hnguiſh under the DiſſatisfaCtions of our 
own Minds ; and Man by being taught more than 
the Beaſts of the Earth, and' made wiſer than the 
Fowls of Heaven, would be only wiſe to do Miſ- 
chief, Our Underſtanding would be the moſt 
fatal Inſtrument of our Miſery, and our Wills the 
great Diſturber of our Peace. 

God therefore has in nothing given us more lively 
Inſtances of the Goodneſs of his Providence, than in 
the Methods he has taken to preſerve that which is 
of ſuch Neceffity to the Happineſs of Mankind. 
He knows our Frame, *'tis true, and the Neceffities 
of our Nature, and ſince we cannot live without 
his care of us, he makes thoſe Proviſions for own 
Fleſh as our Bodily Wants do require: But the great 
Concern, that exerciſes his Wiſdom and Power, are 
the Intereſts of Religion, without which he knows 
all his other Proviſions would do little to make us 
happy- 

When we conſider indeed how much we our 
ſelves are concern'd in Religion, it may almoſt ſeem 
a wonder that a Providence ſhould be needful to 
preſerve it ; that ſince it is ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
to our preſent Peace and Happineſs, to ſatisfy the 
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nobleſt Powers of our Nature, and to preyent thoſe 
Confuſions that without it we are much more oh- 
noxious to than the Creatures that are below us, 
we ſhould attend to it with ſo much Sollicitude 
and Care, that even without the watchfulneſs of 
Divine Providence it ſhould never be ſubje& to 
decay. One would think that a matter, in which 
we are {o much intereſted, ſhould lie ſo near our 
Spirits, and be ſo much upon our Thoughts, that 
it ſhould never be in danger of being loſt, 

But beſides, that there are warchf Spirits, that 
with induſtry and Sollicitude endeavour to corrupt 
and deſtroy it, there is ſ{o much Corruption in our 
Nature, and ſo much Ignorance and Folly in our 
Minds, we have ſo much loſt the true uſe of our 
Reaſon,and our Spirits are ſo much under the Power 
of Senſe and the World, that it is with much dif- 
ficulty, if at any time we raiſe our Minds to the 
Conſideration of thoſe Things that are ſo. much 
above us ; fo much are our Souls debaſed by conver- 
ſing with ſenſible Objets, that we are apt, upon 
ſlender Mortives, to exchange Truth for Errour ;. 
and having once departed from the true Religion, it 
is no hard matter to {lide out of a bad one into none 
at all. So that did not the ſame Providence, that 
watches over us for our Good, intereſt it ſelf in the 


Preſervation of Religion, it would long ere this. 


have been as great a Stranger in the World, as the 
World is to the true Spirit of it. But God, who at 
firſt planted the Seeds of it in our Nature, has upheld 
it by ſuch ſtrong Motives and Powerful Arguments, 
ſuch mighty Miracles, and Signal Providences, as 
the Reaſon of Man cannot but acknowledg to be 


the Demonitrations of the Spirit and of Power. , 
Thus 
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Thus did he of Old reſtore Religion among the 
Jews, by delivering them out of Egypr, and plant- 
ing them in the proiniſed Land : And when, after 
ſo viſible a Demonſtration of his Power and Good- 
neſs, they were ſtill apt to revolt from his Scrvice, 
he awak'd them to a ſenſe of their Duty, by ſetting 
before them the great Things he had done for 
them. Thus in the Words before my 7 ext he ex- 
poſtulates with them, ſaying, O my People, what 
have I done unto thee? wherein have I wearied thee ? 
Teſtify againſt me. For T brought thee out of the Land 
of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the Houſe of Ser- 
wants, and I ſent before thee Moles, Aaron, and 
Miriam. O my People, remember now what Balak 
King of Moab conſulted, and what Balaam the Son 
of Beor anſwered him from Shittim «nto Gilgal, rhat 
ye may know the Righteouſneſs of the Lord V. 3, 4,5. 
And when by reminding them of thoſe mighty Fa- 
vours, which were too great to be gainſay'd,and too 
Powerful to be withſtood, he check'd their ſtraying 
humour, and put them upon a ſober Enquiry, Where 
withal they ſhould come before the Lord, and bow them- 
ſelves before the high God. V. 6. i.e. by what means 
they ſhould appeaſe the Divine Dilpleaſure, and 
atone for their Crimes: he direts them in the words 
of my Text to ſuch an Expiation, as is of more 
value, and far more acceptable with God than Thou- 
ſands of Rams, or ten thouſands of Rivers of Oyl. 
He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is good : andwhat 
does the Lord thy God require of tht, but to do 
Juſt, to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 

od ? 

And indeed there is nothing more: juſt and equal 
than that rchofe Motives, whereby God does enforce 
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the true Spirit of Religion upon us, and thoſe Mi- 
racles of his Providence whereby he ſecures it to 
us, ſhould put us upon ſuch Enquiries, Wherewtthal 

all we come before the Lord, and bow our ſelves before 
the. high God ? For when Religion is ſo much our In- 
tereſt, he by the Methods he takes to ſecure fo 
great a Bleſſing to Mankind, and the wonderful 
Providences by which he endeavours to call up our 
Minds from thoſe mean and ſordid ProjeQs, that 
pinion them to Mortality, and keep them here 
below, to the Comtemplations of his excellent Ma- 
jeſty, and a lively acknowledgment of his Being, 
does require that we ſhould do Juſtice, love Mercy, 
and walk humbly with hins. 

And as the moit grateful return we can make ta 
him, for his care in che Preſervation of our neareſt 
Concernmeat, he requires that we ſhould apply our 
Minds to the exerciſe of a moſt vigorous Piety, and 
the practice of the ſubſtantial Duties of Religion. 

He has ſhewed thee, O Man, what is good: and what 
does the Lord thy God require of thee, but to do 
Fuſtly, &c. 

He has ſhewed thee what is good. Which Ex- 
preſſion we may underſtand either of the true Na- 
ture of that Religion that he requires of us; orof 
the powerful Motives to-it that he does furniſh us 
with. That the true Spirit and Life of Religion 
does not conſiſt in Meats and Drinks, inthe dreſs of 
ſeemingly Spiritual Forms, but in the praQtice of 
thoſe weighter matters of the Law, the doing Fu- 
ftice, the loving Mercy, and the walking humbly with 
our God : And that God has given us the moſt pre- 
vailing Motives to excite us to the praCtice of that 


Religion that he requires of us, = 
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So that from the Words I ſhall beg leave 'to 
ſet before you, 


T. The import of that Religion that God requires 
of us, as it conſiſts in Juſtice, Mercy, and 4 
walking humbly with our God. 

IT. That it 1s in the praCtice of theſe Things, that 
the true Spirit of Religion does conſiſt. 

ITI. That the Reaſon, why Men do at any Time 
at contrary to theſe Things, is, not be- 
cauſe they are ignorant of them ; For God 
has ſhewed us what is good. 

IV. That the praQtice of theſe Things is highly 
for our Advantage, and the Benefit of the 
World : It is the doing what is good. 

V. And Laftly, God does require us to do theſe 
Things, as he has ſhewed us what is good. 


I. IT am to endeavour to ſet before you the import 
of that Religion that God requires of us, as it con- 
ſiſts in doing Juſtice, and ſhewing Mercy, and 
walking humbly with our God. Now Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs is frequently taken in the Holy Scrip- 
tures in a very large ſenſe for the ſum of that Duty, 
which we owe to God ; in which ſenſe it extends 
it ſelf to all the Duties of both Tables. And the 
Reaſon may be this ; becauſe God in reſpe& of his 
being our Creatour has a right of Dominion and So- 
veraignty over us to-command us what he pleaſes ; 
which when we refuſe to abſerve, we are unjuſt in 
diſowning the Right he has to.our Obedience : And 
the obſervance of his Commands is ſtiled, a doing of 
Fuſtice, becaule we then give that Deference to our 
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ſupreme Lord as is due to, him. Sometimes this 
Duty is taken in a. narrower ſenſe for our doing all 
thoſe Oifices,, and diſcharging all-thaſe Duties, that 
we.owe tq,our | Neighbgurz and .in thig:ſeale ir is 
limited to'ghe Duties of the ſecond Table, But, in 
its. ſtritelt ſenſe it reſpetts; only: that ſingle vertue 
which confifts in the doing to all! Men as we would 
they ſhould to. us, (or in the giving toleyery Mantis 
due: And-acgording to, the ditigrent |.Rejatiogsy 
that, we ſtand'in toeach other the Duties that Juſtice 
obliges us to-arg yarious. 'It; requires Inferiours'to 
be Mogeſt and. Humble ; and.Superiours courtegus 
and gentle.: The People conformable to Laws, agd: 
the Magiſtrates ruling io the fear of God; That, K- 
Ty Neighbqurs he kind and condeſcenfive-y 
and. all Men govern themſelves by rules! of equity; 
in their,,Dealings,. and by thoſe of 'good) Nature-im 
their Converſlation's That we walk uprightly, 
work Righteouſneſs, and ſpeak the Truth from our 
Hearts, - Renger to all their dues, faith the Apoltle, 
Tribute to whom, Tribwte- i | dve,, Ciuftame' to wha 
Cuſtome, Fear to whom. Fear, | ayd, Honour tomhons. 
Honour, Rom. 13. 7.+ In which words the Apoltle 
ſums up that. Duty and Homage, that Support 'and 
SubjeRion, that Reverence and Qbedience,, that. is 
owing to the Perſons and, Authority of, thoſe, whom, 
God has ſet. qver us. And-can'any: thing.lie morg) 
juſt and equal-than that we ſhoyld Honour the 'Pere; 
ſon. and. reverence the Power that protefts us; 
Can any thing be more fit than that we ſhould with! 
the molt grateful Minds bleſs God for the Patronage 
of thoſe. under 'whoſe Shadow we-live-in; Safer; 
and; by, whoſe Induſtry-and Vigilance, Order::andÞ 
veace are. preſeryed.”: that = ſhould. by aquictand 

Peace- 


© 1 71. "Un ſheet Strmon, ' 


peaceable Deportment make the burden of Govern. 
ment- as eafy | and/]ighit upon their Shoulders as 'tis 
poſſible, 'when'they really are what they are ſtiled, 
Nurſing Fathers to'their People, and the Miniſters 4 
God for good? -In a word, that we ſhould bear Fairh 
and true Allegiance to thoſe, to whom we are not 
only bound by all the ties of Gratitude, but rg 
whom a ſignal Providence has' determin'd it, and 
the Duty we owe to the Society. we are Members 
of, 'does require it, For':if we muſt be allowed t6' 
ſuſpend 'vur Duty and' Allegiance till the Rights of 
Princes be determin'd,' for ought that I know there 
are few Societies in the World but muſt of neceſſity 
break up ; fince there are few Princes can pretend 
toany better Title than what the Sword and Utur- 
patign of their Anceftours has _ ther; and (fill 
fewer whoſe Poſſeſſion is ſetled upon fo fair a Fourl- 
dation as that of their preſent Majeſties- Was there 
nothing but Poſſeſſion to be pleaded in the caſe; I 
do not underſtand but a King of Erglard may, by 
virtue of it,*claim our Allegiance as fairly, asetther 
Auguſtus or Nero did from the Romans: And yer it 
was with a' reſpeCt to the Tatter of theſe that St. 
Paul required'the Roman Chriſtians to ſubjet 
themſelves becauſe of his Pofſeſhon. L er every Soul 
be fubjet# 10 the higher Powers, for the Powers that are, 
6. #' the' Powers that-are 1n being, 'or that have 
pofleſfion of the Crown) are ordained of God. Rom. 
1/7, And this our great Cafuiſt Biſhop Saunderſon 
has determin'd to be not only Lawful, but a Duty 
we owe to our felves, bemels it 15 a madneſs to pro- 
voke hmm that has the Power of: the 'Swerd ; to our 
Country, *whole Peace and Safety we are dound'to 
confult' and take care of ; and to him likewiſe = 
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does bear the Sword, finge thereby,our Perſons and 
Fortunes are protected, Neither does be only give 
us. his- own; but. St. Chryſoſtowe's Judgment | in. the 
caſe, who ſo interprets the Apoſtle's Command,o be 
[ubjett for Conſcience ſake ; as if he had ſaid, lince 
every Citizen or Member of a Community is con- 
{cious to himſelf how many benefits he enjoys by 
the publick 'Authority, Jet him know, that as a 
Recompence for ſo many Advantages, his Obedience 
1s due to him that has the Government. 
But here is not Poſſeſſion alone, but the Conſent 
of the whole Body of the Kingdom ; and I think 1 
may challenge any Prince in the World,to ſhew that 
his Title does ſtand upon a better Foundation. 
The only thing, that can here be objetted, that 
I can think of, is, that we being under a preceding 
Obligation : to give our Allegiance to the preſent 
King,. 1s ſo far from being a Matter that in Juſtice 
we are obliged to, that ir is a-great piece of Injuſtice 
to him to whom we have formerly bound our ſelves. 
And truly I ſhould be apt to think ſo too, had not 
that unfortunate Prince ſuffter'd himſelf to be ſo far 
tranſported by the evil Counſels of thoſe, whoſe 
deſigns could not be carried on bur by the deſtruQti- 
on of our Conſtitution, to invade thoſe Laws by 
which our Rights are ſecured, and the Meaſures of 
our Obedience {tated and bounded. But when he 
would nor be contented with the Obedience that we 
obliged our ſelves to, but endeavour'd by alienating 
a principal Part of his Authority, to make us Trai- 
tors to our Conſticution, by ſubjeing our dearelt 
Rights to a foreign Juriſdiftion, thoſe that have car- 
ried Obedience to the highelt, have here made a 
ftand ; and I think 'cis a folly to talk of being bound 
C 2 to 
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togive that Obedience which 4$"'A0t dhly- for 4c 
ted;'but-renounced. SRAak Colts 
Bur it s-not'only to the Cottages of the Poor that 
Juſtice 15 confined ; but Kings, and all iff Authority, 
may be reminded, that SubjeRs have their Rights 
as well as Kings 'their Preroparives; /#hd that n6- 
ching'does make a Governtfiefit'more ey or grace- 
ful than the-keeping - Judgrfient and dofrig Fultice. 
*T'is this does. adorn the Diadems of Princes, and 
make the Seats of Judicatures reverenced, as well as 
femied, * Whatever unbounded /Power the flattering 
Diſcourſes. of Court-Parafires have to their own, as 
well as the Subjects Miſchief, complimented Princes 
with ; David'was 48 well skilFd im 'the&exterttof x 
Princes:power, and had as much reaſon tobe a Friend 
tothe Prerogative as any Man : yet he'in his dying 
wordsdeclared (no doubt for the'Inftru&tion of ;and as 
a"Cantion!to his Son Sokermbh) that he that ruterb over 
Bl» 'wnlſk be -juſt. 2 Sam!' 24." 3. But now if the 
Powet of the Prince be 'uhcontroulable, and para- 
mount to all Laws, it the Commands of Authority 
will warrant our Obedience, though there be'ſit in 
the Command, what need is thereof this'Caution 
thar rhey be juſt ? David was certainly miſtaken in 
the nature of 'Government, when he fail this down 
as an infallible Maxime ; for to be ſure he was per- 
{waded that their Commands might tranſgreſs the 
bounds of :Juſtice, and by ediiſirefing their due 
bounds, degenerate into Tyranny. | And indeed all 
thoſe other Duties that are required of Magiftrates, 
as-that they rule in' the fear of the Lord; that there be 
no iniquity \with them, no reſpect of Perſons, nor taking 
of bribes, are {o many Limitations to their Power, 
And thus indeed Jifticeit ſelf is limited, ' when 
we 
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we are commanded ro Thely Mercy. For as necefs 


- fary and uſeful a Vertue as Juſtice 1s, it becomes an 


UMI 


intolerable Grievance - by being excefhve. And 
therefore the wiſe Man requires us n9t to be Righte- 
oi4s over-much. Eecl. 7. 16. not to be too rigorous in 
the vindicating our own Rights, nor 10 the execu- 
ting the Laws upon the Offenders ; much leſs to 
ſtrain the Laws beyond thetr de borinds and true 
meaning ; or the making wiſe of them for the de- 
preſſing a Party that thwarts a corrupt Deſign. For 
though it 15 ftt that every Man ſhould: be juſt to 
lnnmelt; yet it is by no means fit that any Man 


ſhould croſs. the tender - Inftin&ts of his Nature, 


which are Humanity, Mercy and , Compaſſion. 
Thovgh it is fit that rhe Authority and Reputation 
of Government be upheld ; yer is by no means fir, 
that ſo/facred-a thing as Anthority ſhould be' made 
vite by *unmanly  Paſhons, 'or fo noble a Vertde as 
Juſtice proſtittited to Baſe Ends. To love Mercy, and 
to do good, are Sacrifices wherewith God a#d Mei ate 
well pleaſed : And "tis much betrer to err on the 
mild and compaſſtonate fide, than by over-rigorous 
Juſtice to approach too near.the bounds of Cruelty. 
'Trs then only thar Fuftice does ſtand 'in the beſt 
light, and appear with the greateſt luſter, wl:en ir is 


ſhadowed with Humaniry,andqualtihed wirh Mercy.. 


But yet to'make it the more lovely, it muſt be 
founded upon the more; noble Principle of walkiag 
bnrbly with our God, Fot*tis' this thatwill tay thole 


violent Ph{ſions, that arg apt rotranfport'es beybad. 


che true bounds of Moderation and J udyment. Tis 
this Wil make us obſerve and follow the' rendernel- 
fes of our Nature; - and teach us that Hathani- 
ty and Merey 1s: the nobleſt Embellſhment of 


Juſtice. 
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Juſtice. *Tis this will make us over-look ſmall 


Faults, and be apt to forgive, or take up with' 


moderate SatisfaCtions for great ones, The. Syriac 
Verſion renders it, Ut fis paratus ad ſequendum Do- 
minum Deum tuum, that thou beelt ready to follow 
or to walk in the Steps of the Lord thy God, imita- 
ting him in the ſlowneſs of his wrath, and in that 
Mercy that he thinks of in the mid(t of Judgment. 
Or if we take the words as they ſtand in our Ver- 
ſion, they preſcribe a Vertue not only becoming us 
as we are Sinners, and in regard of the tranſcendent 
Majeſty of the God of Heaven, but moſt apt to a- 
bate thoſe rigorous Exceſſes of Juſtice, that do ill 
become. our Nature. For he that is humbled by 
the ſenſe of that Juſtice he has provok'd, and that 
Mercy that he ſtands in need of, will not take his 
Fellow-Servant by the Throat for every petty Of- 
fence or inconſiderable Debt, when he conſiders that 
he has a vaſt one of his own either to ſatisfy or to 
be forgiven. Theſe are Vertues of fo brave a tem- 
per, that without them we can neither pretend to 
our Nature nor our Religion. For, 


II. *Tis:n the praQtice of theſe things that Re- 
ligioa does confilt. Whatever leſs : than theſe 
things we place Religion in, we not only rudely af- 
front it, but our own Nature. Although the 
Jewiſh Religion did not only allow, but oblige that 
People to external Obſervances, and, for the main of 
it conſiſt in Sacrifices, and other viſible Rites; yet 
the reaſon why God did inſtitute a Religion of this 
Nature for them, was not becauſe. it is the beſt in 
its own nature and moſt agreeable to the Divine 


perfeCtions, but becauſe. it was the beſt for them. 
h £08 6 But 
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But yer in after-Ages, when the rudeneſs of their 
Minds began to wear off, he by degrees did incul- 
cate tothem that Religion that was more accepta- 
ble to' him than their moſt pompaus Service, 
Wherewithal ſball T come before the Lord, end bow my 
ſelf before the high God ? Shall { come before himmith 
burnt Offerings; with Calves of a' year old? Will the 
Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, or with ten 
thouſands of Rivers of Ol ? ſhall I give my firſt-borw 
for my tranſgreſion, the fruit of my Body for the Sim 
of wy ' Soul? "Theſe were Enquiries. that a Jew, 
whole Religion did exact from him pompous and 
viſible Expiations, might make. But however God 
dreſs'd up a Religion of this Nature for him, yet he 
tells him 'by his Prophet, that zo do Juſtice, to love 
Mercy, aye #0 watk humbly with God, are things more 
becoming humane Nature, and more grateful tg 
the divine; ?Tis certain indeed that Religion-can< 
not be among Men, without ſome. kind of dreſs ; 
and rhe more decent and -comely it 1is,. the more 
orateful does it appzar to the. Eyes of Men, Bur: 
yet, if while-we tithe Mzzt, . Annis and Cumin, 
we negle& the weightier matters of the Law, Judg- 
ment, Mercy and Faith; if while we eagerly con- 
tend for doubtful Opinions, and external Circum- 
ſtances, we are unconcern'd for the doing Juſtice, 
the loving Mercy,and the walking humbly with our God, 
we repreſent Religion as ſo poor and lank a thisg 
as the reaſon of Man-cannot poſhbly ſtoop to. .. The 
exerciſes of Piety toward God, and Juſtice and Chas 
rity toward - our. Neighbour, are ſucly lofty and 


ſublime Matters, . that an.underſtanding Creatuee is. 


cafily reconciled to a great and venerable Qpinion 
of them; But:a Rebgion that conſifts only in Thea- 
. trical 
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trical Shows and Pompous Pageaantries, in things 
that only exerciſe; the Body and pleaſe the Senſe, 
is fitter far a Reaſt; that can look no further than 
to: Objets.;of 1Senfe, than a Man, than 4s capable of 
ſublime: and ſpiritual Entertaioments.... Thougt 
therefore. Religion. cannor well be performed with- 
out ſothe kind of: Rites, yet the. fewer they are the 
better ; becauſe the leſs there is in Religion topleaſe 
our Senſes, . the more will our Minds be at liberty to 
attend-. to thoſe Spiritual OQbjeQts, and the-exerciſe 
of thoſe Divine Vertues wherein the. Life of itdoes 
conſiſt. | £ 

I' will not enter upon the diſpute, whether the 
Rites of our Church be ſo many, and of - that na- 
ture, as will juſtify. any: one in ſeparating from it ; 
for that will carry .me much further, and- require 
more! time than adiſcourke upon this Occaſion will 
permit, or allow me : But this methinks I may ſay, 
that ſince the difference between us is only about In- 
different Things, and our unhappy Diviſions have 
of late like to have undone us; a [ittle more-Zeal:for 
Righteouſteſs, Peace, and Chriſtian Charity, and 
ſomething leſs on both ſides for thoſe things that are 
not to be weighed againſt them, would as much. be- 
come our Prudence as *tis neceſſary for our Preſer- 
vation. I come now, 


ITI. To the third thing I propounded ; which 
is, That the reaſon why Men at any.time att con- 
trary to theſe ſubſtantial Duties of en, 1s not 
becauſe they are ignorant of them. It Men deny 
either God, or their Neighbours their due, and 
cither impioully affront their Maker, GNOES 
difquict'theit- Fellow-Creatore; If any —_ fell 

them- 
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themſelves to work wickedneſs, and by all the Arti- 
fices of Fraud and Cunning, or the ruder attempts 
of Violence and Wrong, endeavour to break down 
all the fences of Right and Property : It Equals 
diſtarb each others Poſſeſſions, and by Wrongs and 
Injuries lay the Foundetion of vexatious Law-ſuits ; 
If Men by open Force, or ſecret Fraud endeavour ro 
over-power or undermine each other, and there be 
complainings in ourStreets byreaſon of the Treache- 
ries of the Fraudulent,or the Violence of the Opprel- 
ſour ; If at any time we behold that which the Wiſe- 
Man did, viz. The tears of ſuch as are oppreſſed, and 
that they have no Comforter, but that on the ſide of the 
Oppreſſor there is Power. Eccl. 4. 1. If SubjeCts b 
their Murmurs and Complaints render the moſt ea 
Government grievous to themſelves, and to thoſs 
that God has entruſted it with; or Princes not con- 
tent with that juſt Power, that would make them 
beloved of their People and dreaded by their Ene- 
mies, do fall to digging up Foundations and over- 
turning Conftitutions, that out of the ruines of their 
Peoples Liberties they may ere a Babel of Tyran- 
ny and Arbitrary Power ; This, I fay, is not to be 
reſolved into their Ignorance of that Juſtice and 
Mercy that God and Nature do teach and require. 
No, No, God has ſhewed us what is good; and if 
we will do that which is bad, it is becauſe we live 
by other Rules than thoſe of Religion, and govern 
our ſelves by other Intereſts than thoſe of our preſent 
or fature Happineſs. Men to ſilence the clamours 
of an untoward Conſcience may perſwade them- 
ſelves, that they do not know they do amiſs, when 
they do ſuch things. But are we ſuch Strangers'to 
God, or our ſelves? Are the Commands of God'to 
D keep 
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keep Judgment and to do Juſtice, to work Righte- 
ouſneſs, and to do that which is juſt and right, fo 
few or obſcure ? Are the promiſes of his Favour to 
thoſe that do theſe things, and his threats of Judg- 
ment -and Vengeance againſt thoſe that praCtice 0- 
therwiſe, ſo much hid from our Eyes? No, No; 
God has ſhewed us what is good: and if Men do not 
do Juſtice, nor ſhew Mercy, 1t is becauſe their Ambi- 
tion or Covetouſneſs, their Luſts or their Paſſions do 
influence them. But yet how ſtrongly ſo ever theſe 
Vices do prevail in us, and how ſturdy ſoever thoſe 
Prejudices are that they create, when they do pre- 
vail; there is enough 1n the nature of theſe Ver- 
rues to tempt evena very bad Man to the praQtice of 
them, if he would conſider them. 


IV. The practice of them is highly for our own 
Advantage, and the publick Intereſt. ' Righteouſ- 
neſs exalteth a Nation, ſaith the Wiſe-man : It does 
ſo, not only as it procures the mighty Fame of Wil- 
dom and Underſtanding toa People ; which Moſes 
told the 1/raclites, would be the great advantage of 
their Piety, and ſtrift obſervance of their Laws, 
Kyep therefore, and do them : for this i your Wiſdom, 
and Underſtanding in the ſight of the Nations, which 
ſball hear all theſe Statutes, and ſay, Surely this great 
Nation is 4 wiſe and underſtanding People. Deut. 4.6. 
But as 1t makes Human Societies ſtrong and firmly 
united, neither in danger of being broken by inte- 
ſtine Diviſions, nor deſtroyed by foreign Enemies. 
When the Spirit of Religion does run through all 
the parts of a Nation, it becomes vigorous and 
lively ; and like the Body-Natural when Nature is 
ſtrong, free from apprehenſions of a Diſſolution : 


But 
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But for want of Religion it grows ſo full of groſs 
and ill Humours, that it languiſhes and decays in- 
ſenſibly, and, without an Enemy to give the fatal 
Blow, is ready to expire of it ſelf. But: there are 
two things eſpecially, in which the great advantage 
of Religion, as it conſiſts in Piety toward God, and 
in Juſtice and Mercy toward Men, will appear. 

1. That without it the World cannor be kept in 
any tolerable good Condition. 

2. That without it we cannot have any reaſon- 
able hope to ſee Things ſettle well again, when once 
out of Order, 

1: Without it the World cannot be kept in any 
tolerable good Condition, The Exigencies of Hu- 
man Nature, and the Defe&s, if not the ill uſe of 
Human Wiſdom, do make it neceſſary that the 
World ſhould be under ſo great Wiſdom and Power 
as that of the Almighty. And ſince it is only Picty 
that can engage the Divine Favour and Prote&tion 
towards us, what a World of Miſchief muſt we 
bring upon our ſelves, if by a negleCt thereof we 
provoke him to withdraw his Providence from us ? 
If we overlook our own Infirmities and Sins ; and 
demean our ſelves betore him with ſo much Haugh- 
tineſs and Pride, as it we ſtood not in need either of 
his Power to ſupport, or his Mercy to pardon, we 
juſtly provoke him to let us lee our Vanity by leav- 
ing us to our own Wildom and Prudence. 

And was there no ſuch thing as Juſtice or Mercy 
in the World, there could be no Amity nor Friend- 
ſhip, no Peace, and conſequently no Society. Man 
to Man would be more ſavage than Brutes, and the 
World an Aceldam3,or Field of Blood and Contuſion, 


There would be no Obedicnce paid to the lawtul 
D 2 Coin- 
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Commands of Magiſtrates, no Defence and Prote- 
&ion afforded to Subjes; no Reſpett nor Reverence 
to Superiours, nor Courteſy and Aﬀability to Infe- 
riours, no Kindneſs nor Familiarity among Equals; 
no Mercy or Compaſſion to thoſe tn Diſtreſs, nor | 
Tenderneſs of each others Concerns ; no Regard t: 
Promiſes or Contracts, to Oaths or the ſtronge! 
Obligations ; but every Man would beat liberty t 
make the beſt uſe of Power and Opportunity for th 
advancing his own Fortune, Conſcience would þb 
an empty Name, Intereſt the only ruling Principle 
and every aQtion lawful that conduced to the com 
paſſing a Deſign. For without Juſtice, nothing 
would be a Man's Duty ; and without Mercy, nc 
Benefit could be expeAed from Society : but all 
thoſe Fences wherewith Religion does bound Mens 
Appetites and Paſſions would be thrown down, and 
all thoſe Bands that tye their Hands and Tongues 
broken, So that Mens Hearts would be fradulent 
and deceitful, their Throats an open Sepulchre, and 
the Poyſon of Aſps under their Lips. Their Mouths 
would be full of Curſing and Bitterneſs, their Teeth 
Spears and Arrows,and their Tongues ſharp Swords: 
Their Words might be ſmooth but falſe, their Feet 
Iwift to ſhed Blood, their Hands ready to execute 
any villanous Deſign, and all the Members of their 
Bodies Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs. This would 
be the fad ſtate that the want of Juſtice and Mercy 
would reduce Societies to,and God by creating Man 
a Sociable Creature would havedone infinitely worſe 
for him than if he had only made him an Inhabi- 
tant of a Wilderneſs, That Appetite, which he 
delign'd for the great Bleſſing and Ornament of his 
Nature, would have proved his Curſe, and the un- 


happy 


_- OO” _—_T YWyrw | ——— 


| Preach/dat Nottingham, July 19, 3689. 


happy occaſion of more Miſery than all that the 
Beaits of the Field are fubjeQ to: Neither could any 
thing remedy this Evil but the reſtoring of Jultice 
and Mercy to the World. For, 

2. Tis not poſſible the World, when diſorder'd, 
ſhould ſettle again without them. ?Tis only theſe 
Vertues can make Society delirable, and the Habi- 
tation of a Neighbour beneficial to us. In all the 
Diſtempers of the Body-Natural, the. Cure is 
wrought by removing the Cauſe; and till that be 
done, the Body will languiſh in ſpight of the Phyſi- 
cian, or the Strength of Cordials. And unleſs the 
ſame courſe be taken in the Diſtempers of Civil-Bo- 
dies, *tis not to be expeCted to ſee them return to 
their former ſtrong and vigorous State. They will 
continue ſickly and weak ſo long as thoſe ill Hu- 
mours do overburthen it, which are not to be dil- 
charged but by doing Juſtice, ſhewing Mercy, and 
walking bumbly with our God, For by a fincere Piety 
the Wiſdom of God is engaged to preſide over, and 
direCt thoſe Counſels, which without it muſt of 
neceſſity be confuſed and diſtratted ; and Divine 
Providence, without which Miſchief comes upon 
Miſchief, Rumour upon Rumour, and Men ſeek 
Peace but find none, as the Prophet Ezekiel ſpeaks, 
returns to the Helm,that it hath forſaken ; and ſafely 
conducts ſo penitent a People out of the Intricacies 
and Mazes they were loſt 1n. 

And by Juſtice and Mercy Mens Minds are freed 
from thoſe Jealouſics and Diſtruſts, that the contra- 
ry Vices do occaſion. By being juſt, Mens Minds 
are ſet at caſe from thoſe Apprehenlions, that fill 
them with Anguiſh and Convullions ; and by ſhew- 
ing Mercy, we teel the benefits of Soctety, and that 
it 
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it is good for us that we were fitted for it. For 
when we have nothing 'to fear, but a great deal to 
hope for from our being united into civil Commus- 
nities, then Friendſhip and Charity do ſo ſtrongly 
cement them, that it 1s not in the Power of Men 
or Devils to ſhake or endanger them. It is obſerva- 
ble, that the uſual Method of thoſe who projet 
the ruine of a State, 1s by ſtraitning and limiting 
the publick Juſtice, to create Parties; and by de- 
ſtroying Humanity and Mercy, to heighten Ani- 
moſities : And the only way to heal a diſtemper'd 
State, is to remove:thoſe Mounds and Works, that 
have thrown Injuſtice with too much weight and 
ſeverity upon one ſide, while the other has ſeem'd 
ro be tolerated to do miſchief ; and to put on thoſe 
Bowels of Mercy and Compaſhon which will blunt 
the edg of the keeneſt Rage, and reconcile the moſt 
divided Spirits. For then will our Peace be as 2 
River, when Righteouſneſs does run down as the Waves 
of the Sea, and Mercy and Truth ao meet together. 
And as theſe Vertues are of ſo great advantage to 
the World ; So, 


V. God has taken carc to recommend them to 
our practice, by ſhewing us what is good. He has 
ſhewed us what is good,as by our reaſonable Nature 
he has fitted us for Society ; which,as long as Juſtice 
and Mercy do flouriſh, will attord us mighty helps 
and advantages for the promoting our Afﬀairs. In 
this he has advanced our Nature above the Conditi- 
on of thoſe wild and ſavage Creatures, that howl 
in Wildernefles, and creep into holes and caves of 
rhe Earth. In this he has done us ſo much good, 
that 'tis but little more that he has done for the 

Angels, 
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Angels, thoſe glorious Inhabitants of the City of the 
living God. And ſince God has ſhewed us this good, 
is it not highly reaſonable that we ſhould live up to 
the Primitave intention of our Creatour, and take 
care of thoſe great advantages that he has put into 
our Hands? Is it not fit that we ſhould conſult our 
own Intereſt, and make as much of that Good that 
God has ſhewn us as poſſibly we may ? In this then 
God does recommend Juſtice and Mercy to our 
PraCtice, as he has planted ſuch an Appetite in us as 
can no ways be ſatisfied without them, 

But, bleſſed be his Name, ihe has furniſhed: ns 
with another Motive, as in the late wonderful 
and unexpected Revolution, he has to a Miracle 
ſhewed us what is good. For he has revived our 
Laws which began vilibly to languiſh and faint un- 
der the dreadful weight of a diſpencing Power ; 
and has preſerved our Religion, that requires us to 
do Juſtice, to ſhew Mercy, and to-walk. humbly with 
our God, from the overflowings of Superitition 
and Idolatry ; and our Conſtitution from the ſecret 
Underminings and open Attempts of an Arbitrary 
Deſpotick Governmeat : He has taken the Crafty in 
their own Counfels, and turned thoſe that had-the 
reputation of the greateſt States-Men, backwards : 
He, I ſay, when all places were full of Fears and dif- 
mal Apprehenſions, and all Faces gather'd black- 
neſs for the dread of thoſe Evils that were ready to 
break 1n upon us; when Juſtice was made a dead 
weight to link and oppreſs thoſe that darft be true 
and faithful to the Intereſts of their Country, and 
the Mercies of Men were cruel ; when the Will of 
a Prince that had unhappily given himſelf up to the 
conduCt of Prieſts and Jeſuits, was the ſole DR 
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of the Bench, and Judgments were given without | 


any Rule or Meaſure, but the Intereſts of a Party, 
who depended more upon Oppreſſion and Violence 
for the carrying on their Deſigns, than either the 
goodneſs of their Cauſe, or the ſtrength of their 
Arguments; He, I ſay, when our Religion, our 
Laws, and Liberties, all the dear Concernments 
both of this Life and that which 1s to come, were 
doom'd to perpetual bondage, under Popery, and 
Arbitrary Power, was pleas'd to raiſe us upa Deli- 
verer, who hath done great things for us, for which 
we and Generations after us have cauſe to rejoyce, 
and to bleſs the Lord. 

Had any Man told us ſome Months before God 


wrought this = Deliverance for us, that he had | 


ſeen our AfMiction, and heard our Cry, and would 
come down to deliver us inſoeaſy and cheap a wa 

as that which we have ſeen, would not his Words 
have ſeem'd to us, as the firſt notice of Chriſt's Re- 
ſurre&ion did to his Diſciples, like idle Tales ? But 
tho we were like them that dream, when the Lord 
turned our Captivity, yet we ought not to be fo 
ſill, when we reap the Fruits and enjoy the Bene- 
fits of ſo great a Bleſſing. No, God has ſhewed us 
what is good, he has put us under an eaſy, and 
truly Engliſh Government, a Government that 
knows no Rule but our Laws, nor no other End 
but the Peace and Proſperity of our Country, the 
Safeguard and ProteQtion of our Perſons, the Pre. 
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ſervation of our Rights and Liberties, and above | 


all the Encouragement of Vertue, and the uphold- 
ing the Proteſtant Intereſt ; and »hat now does the 
Lord our God requireof us, but to do Fuſtice, to love 
Meroy, and to walk humbly with our God ? 


This 
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This is that Returo that he expeRts from.us for 


| fogreata Bleſling ;;that Retura that in gratitude.we 
| areobliged to make, and which will fully-compleat 


our Deliverance, For then will our Enemies de- 
ſpair of ever ſeeing their Deſigns upon us compaſled,; 


| whentthey ſee-our DiſtrafQtions healed, our Animo- 


Guies laid, .and the Hearts of Engliſh-Mea united by 


| Love and Friendſhip. Tikn will their, Malice find 
| no matter.to work upon, nor no Party whoſe dif- 


contents ſhall furniſh them with means to engage 
them in deſigns againſt the Intereſts, of their Re- 
ligion and their Country. Then we need no more 
fear the Arts of Jeſuites, nor the Power of : Frapce. 
For nothing can deſtroy Eng/and but its being 
crumbled into Parties ; and nothing will contri- 
bute more to the removing all Dilcontents, and 
the extirpating that Bitterneſs which has of late 
ſo much ſhook the Foundations of -our Peace, as 
that Juſtice Mercy, «nd humble walking with God, 
that will make: God a Friend to Man, and every 
Man as a God to his Neighbour, For who is he 
that will harmus, if we be followers of that which 
isgood? Who is jt that wg need to fear, if from, 
the ſenſe of the good that God:has ſhown us we learn 
to walk more humbly with him, . and: by a more ſe- 
rious regard to Piety engage him to be our Guardian 
and ProteQtor ? Nay who will dare to attempt upon 
our Peace, it they lee that we dwell under the Sha- 
dow of, the Almighty, and ſee us as wiſe to coun- 
termine their defigas by aQts of Juſtice, Mercy and 


Humanity, as they are to proſecute them by firſt 
ſowing Diviſions, and then exaſperating them by 


leavening Mens Souls with bak ws of Oppreſſion 
Cruelty ? They 


and Violence, Inhumanity 
E could 
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Suki deve TIE put: us aftg &tiuch Ne had not 
our own unlidppy H arts preparedthetn Parties, who 
for wreaking' a lit 'Spight, eaſily, as they were 
complemented, cloſed in with the advantage of be- 
ing countenanced at Court: And there is nothing 
that for thefuture will fo perfeAly remove our Fears, 
as'thar Juſtice atd Mercy (hat: will witte our Inte- 
reſts; and reconcile otir Hearts. -F6r how is tt poflible 
there ſhonld be Heats and Anfimtofities among Men, 
when no Man has any caufe of Apprehenſions from 
another ? How ſhall jay Man _y with Diſ- 
aſc gr Jeatoufy, when he knows;bf note that will 
5 hier harm? $4 long as -Jaſtice 4s the governing 
Principle among Men, Superiotits need tor fear any 
{1 from their Inferiours; becauſe this Vertue will 
incline them to give themall Horiour and Reyerencz 
that is their due: Nor need Inferiours, liave an 
dread'of the Pywer of thoſtabove' her; : 'becauſe' 


ehis Verttte joited with Mercy wilt diſpoſe them to/ 
Fog noMan 'need'tohave' 


ule it for their Defence : 
a Guard upon himfelf, for fear of any Perſon he con- 
yerſes wo becauſe every Man will be kind: and 
good- inztures; 'Then, will our Seats of ' Judicature 
be revetented,” And'fince it is impoſfible but fach 
Differentes will ariſe among the'moſt honeft and 

juft Perfons, as can no otherwife be determined 
put i in a Court of omenrdt : then no Man will be 
afraid of Pm his Cauſe to the Judgment of 
a, Conrt, when both Witneſſes and' Jarorh do fear 
an Oath, and give theit Feſtimonies and their Ver- 
diQs according to Truth and Righteoufnels. 

And O that in this our Day, in which God by 
having ſhewn us what is good, does ſeem to put us 
upon the trial, whether we will do our ſelves good; 
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and in which, from the Example of a pious and good 
Prince, we have all the Encouragements that a Peo- 
ple can deſire to Pitety, Juſtice and Charity, we 
would ſtudy to know theſe things, that make ſo 
much for our Peace and Happineſs. For the ob- 
taining of which great Bleſſing, may it pleaſe the 
God of Mercy and Love to give us the Grace and 
Wiſdom to apply our Minds to know the import 
and advantage of thoſe great Vertues of Piety, Juſtice 
and Mercy, which, for the good he has ſhown us, he 
requires of us, for the Sake of his beloved Son, and 
our gracious Mediatour and Redeemer ; To whom 
with thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcri- 
bed all Honour and Glory, now and for ever. 


Amen. 
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